
KAISER PERMANENTE® 	 Government Relations 

July 26, 2017 

The Honorable Kirk Caldwell 
Mayor, City & County of Honolulu 
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530 South King Street, Room 300 
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RE: 	In support of Bill No. 6 (2017), Relating to Mobile Electronic Devices 
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Aloha e Mayor Caldwell, 	 •• 

Kaiser Permanente Hawaii SUPPORTS Bill 6, which prohibits the viewing of a mobile 
electronic device by a pedestrian while crossing the street or highway. We believe that 
Bill 6 will help to improve the health of our communities by ensuring that pedestrians are 
not distracted by the use of their electronic device while crossing the street or highway, 
thereby increasing their chances of getting to their destination safely. 

Bill 6 furthers Kaiser Permanente's Community Health Initiatives, which takes a 
prevention-driven approach to health, supporting policies and environmental changes that 
promote healthy eating and active living in neighborhoods, schools and workplaces. 
Further, its focus on promoting pedestrian safety aligns well with the Honolulu Age 
Friendly City (AFC) initiative, which aims to make Honolulu more walkable, livable, 
safe and healthy for all ages, from keiki to kupuna. Kaiser Permanente Hawaii has been a 
proud visionary supporter of this multi-sector collaboration between the City & County 
of Honolulu, AARP Hawaii and many other community organizations. 

We recognize and appreciate the special efforts of the Honolulu City Council in Bill 6 to 
address the many and varied concerns of all road users, including pedestrians. While it is 
already illegal to operate a mobile vehicle while using a mobile electronic device, Bill 6 
also shifts the burden to pedestrians to curb the rise of distracted walking. 

Kaiser Permanente Hawai`i urges you to sign Bill 6 into law. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Joy Barua 
Senior Director, Government and Community Relations & Community Benefit 
Kaiser Permanente, Hawaii Region 

MISC. COM. 	3556 


